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Official Action 



Japanese Patent Application No.: 2001-360650 

Dated: March 13, 2006 

Patent Office Examiner: Kazumi Ide 9072 5Z0O 

Patent Attorney: Yasuo Asami (three others) 

Applied: Article 29(2) and Article 37 of the Patent Law 

This application should be rejected for the undermentioned reasons. The 
applicant is required to submit a response to the Japanese Patent Office within 60 days 
from the mailing date of the Present Official Action, if any. 

Reasons 



Reason 1 : The present application does not satisfy the requirements prescribed in 
Article 37 of the Patent Law in the undermentioned respect. 

Reason 2: The inventions according to the below-mentioned claims of the 
present application are not patentable under Article 29(2) of the Patent Law, because the 
invention could easily have been made prior to the filing date of the patent application, 
by a person skilled in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of inventions' 
described in the below-mentioned publications distributed in Japan or in a foreign 
country or inventions made available through electric communication lines, prior to the 
filing date of the patent application. 



Remarks (See the list below for cited references) 

Regarding Reason 1 

A problem to be solved by the invention of the invention according to claim 1 
is, as described in [0006], to eliminate a time lag between sound emitted from a stage 
speaker and sound heard from a monitor speaker provided on au auditorium side or a 
monitor headphone. 

A problem to be solved by the invention of the invention according to claim 2 
is, as described in [0006], to provide a line for communication between a staff member 
on the stage and an operator in a console section on the auditorium side. 

In view of the above, since problems to be solved by these two inventions are 
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different, these inventions do not conform to the requirement prescribed in the body of 
Article 37, paragraph 1. 

A main portion of the matter described in the claim of the invention according 
to claim 1, that is, a new matter corresponding to the problem to be solved thereof is 
that panel operating elements include a specialized operating element for controlling a 
delay time of a signal in monitor processing. 

A main portion of the matter described in the claim of the invention according 
to claim 2 is to provide a communication signal system and to mix signals of the 
communication signal system and output the resultant signal for monitoring when the 
level of an audio signal thereof is equal to or higher than a predetermined level. 

In view of the above, since the main portion of the matter described in the 
claim is different between these two inventions, these inventions do not conform to the 
requirements prescribed in the body of Article 37, paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 

Further, these two inventions do not conform to any of the requirements 
prescribed in the body of Article 37, paragraphs 3, 4, 5 of the Patent Law. 

Therefore, if the invention according to claim 1 is defined as a specified 
invention, the invention according to claim 2 does not conform to the requirements 
prescribed in the body of Article 37, the respective paragraphs of the Patent Law. 

Since the present application infringes the provision of Article 37 of the Patent 
Law, the inventions according to the claims except claim 1 were not subjected to the 
examination regarding the requirements such as novelty, inventive step, and so on. 

Regarding Reason 2 

The document 1 describes a mixing system constituted by connecting one 
console or more, each of which includes faders and level meters, and is controlled by a 
built-in microcomputer; and one processor or more, each of which is controlled by a 
built-in microcomputer and performs, by a DSP, audio signal processing including 
mixing on an audio signal inputted directly or via a connection line to output the 
resultant audio signal to the connection line or to an external speaker, wherein the DSP 
processes the audio signal under the control by the operation of the faders to output the 
resultant audio signal to the external speaker, the level meter displays an input/output 
level of the audio signal, and the output of the DSP can be monitored through a 
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headphone connected to the console. 



The following is the comparison between the invention according to claim 1 
and the invention described in the document 1. 

The "console", "faders", "microcomputer built in the console", and 
"headphone" in the invention described in the document 1 correspond to the "console 
section", "many panel controls", "first controller", and "monitor speaker" in the 
invention according to claim 1. 

The "processor", "DSP", "microcomputer built in the processor", and "external 
speaker" in the invention described in the document 1 correspond to the "engine 
section", "processor", "second controller", and "stage speaker" in the invention 
according to claim 1 . 

In view of the above, there is no distinct difference between the both except in 
that the invention described in the document 1 does not define the monitor processing in 
the digital mixing system according to claim 1, that is, the structure in which the delay 
time of a signal reproduced by the monitor speaker is controlled by the panel operation 
section of the console section. 

However, the document 2 describes that in a hall in which many speakers are 
dispersedly provided in an auditorium, a sound output delay means for correcting the 
delay time by faders is provided, and therefore, the technical matter relating to the 
aforesaid difference is publicly known. 

Further, the combination would not achieve distinguished operation and effect. 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 1 could be easily thought by a 
person skilled in the art on the basis of the invention described in the document 1 and 
the invention described in the document C. 

List of Cited References 
Document 1 . Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 2000-2 1 7 1 99 
Document 2. Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication (Kokai) No. Hei 06-269100 
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The record of result of search of prior art does not constitute the reasons for 
rejection. 



%"JS'Ba->7 J. U O / O O 1/ 

H^B ¥)&18^ 3fl28B 



j£HB 



001-360650 
¥$18^ 3^13B 
ft* 

H2 9.^2^, H3 7£ 



9072 5 ZOO 



»3fcglfc«*£ijl!«\ t J: ^ ttzmmtt, *<n [0 0 0 6] \z 

tt^2i:#4^0, H^jS^LJ:^ fc1-4»«t±x [0 0 0 6] U 



S£&B ¥$18^ 3B2 8B 

» 

02 31£2t:oy>T 

O^PS^ DS Pic J: yim&Xte&m&ZfrLXXlJZti&^P^K 

*w-fc*wHfc*»t4 fx^v^j N r&smi , r* 2 mmp^gj air 



H^B ¥$18^ 3J!2 8B 

31 m x m m - % 

0 p 0-2 1 7 1 9 
iK2. #PI¥6 - 2 6 9 1 0 O^ffc 



■P3fct^» IPC H04S1/00-7/00 
• ftfrftWlfclK 1 0 - 1 2 6 9 0 0-f 2rffc 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 
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□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 
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□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 
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